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"Love yourself enough to support yourself."~Bahiyah Shabazz

These six words have been the platform as well as the driving force in Bahiyah Shabazz’s life and the vehicle that has provided the fuel for her personal growth and entrepreneurial journey. “You have to know yourself and love yourself in order to be successful. You can’t support someone else and not support yourself”, said Bahiyah.

Bahiyah Shabazz is CEO & Founder of Shabazz Management Group, LLC, a personal development and training consulting firm focusing on improvement of strengths and talents, innovative leadership, self awareness strategies and financial improvement from households to corporations. 

Bahiyah started the company in February 2008.  She is considered to be one of the nation’s leading financial experts on the art of maximizing your potential.  In addition, she is a coach, entrepreneur, financial advisor, author, motivational speaker, consultant, financial columnist, blogger as well as a full time wife and mom. Although this sounds like she has a lot on her plate, she enjoys what she is doing and wouldn’t trade it for the world.

According to Bahiyah, “I'm a Fabulous & Money Savvy coach! I help my clients accomplish their personal and financial goals. I also empower and educate them through development training, consulting, coaching and resourceful networks.”

Bahiyah’s passion is to help her clients reach their goals. She teaches the importance of self-awareness which she feels is the key to being successful in life. According to Bahiyah, “We help individuals realize and accept who they are, to believe in goals and as a result success will soon follow.” She helps her clients reach their goals through (C.L.E.A.R.) - Clarity, Leadership, Education, Acceptance and Reinforcement.

Bahiyah has a no nonsense approach to finances. She tells it like it is. She feels that it is important for her clients have to have their priorities in order for her to work with them. They must be willing to chance their bad habits. She tells her clients, “I’m here to make sure you accomplish your goals.”
Shabazz Management Group’s target markets are women and minorities, Generation “Y” (individuals born in the 1980’s and 1990’s) and individuals who are in the latter part of middle age (45-60). In regards to the Generation “Y” group, Bahiyah said “How you start right now is how you will end up.” She wants to start educating individuals while they are young so that they can develop good habits. “Why are we teaching our kids to be homeless? We have to start teaching our children about finances at any early age. Our children see what we do, how we handle our finances and therefore they develop habits from what they see”, said Bahiyah.
Shabazz Management Group also provides services to organizations through its Full Potential © division.  Full Potential © is committed to the education, development and training of an organization’s entire staff. They provide an in-service, personal development, operations and financial training, tailored to meet their client’s needs. Services are provided to both for-profit and non-profit organizations.

Shabazz Management Group is both a Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and a Women Business Enterprise (WBE) in the State of Indiana. The company has been certified for the past 2 years. Bahiyah suggests that all women and minorities apply for MBE/WBE status. “Applying for MBE and/or WBE certification is easier than you think. Having the certification gives you exposure to more people. It shows that you’re serious about what you do and it brings people to you. Lots of companies seek out minority vendors for their projects and in some cases, minority and women owned businesses get first crack on the project. There are all types of “free” workshops available to assist you.”
Bahiyah always had the love of money growing up. She saw what her parents had gone through and knew that she needed to be able to take care of herself. She got her first job at the age of 14. She admits that her early mindset regarding money was to acquire the status symbols. She fell in love with Black Enterprise Magazine in the 80’s sparking her interest in learning more about investments and finance. This planted the seed for what she wanted to do in the future.

Bahiyah holds a B.A. in Psychology and Minority Studies from Indiana University Northwest and M.B.A. concentrating in Finance from the University of Phoenix.  For many years, Bahiyah worked in the financial industry including serving as the Vice President of Retail Financial Services and Investments at JP Morgan Chase.

Although she loved her career she always wanted to start a business. The defining moment came when she got off early from work one day and decided to pick up her son from school so that she could spend time with him. When she arrived at the school her son’s teacher refused to release him to her because she didn’t know who she was. The teacher asked her son if he knew who she was. He replied, “That’s my mom!” 

Taking this situation into account, the long hours that she worked and her desire to start her own business, Bahiyah decided to take the leap. However before jumping in, she took the time to develop a 5 year plan which included strategies as well as a contingency plan. When she told her husband about her desire to leave corporate and start her own business, he was very supportive. He said, “If you feel you can do it, the do it. Just show me the plan.”  According to Bahiyah, “My family has always been very supportive. I learned that I had to be a risk taker. That I had to have faith and jump in but I had to have a plan first. It’s important to remove your self from negative energy and to cut ties if necessary. You must surround yourself with a positive support system and you should be around those who love you unconditionally.”

Bahiyah begins each day with meditation and prayer. A typical day includes working on her blog - fabulousandmoneysavvy.com, attending team meetings, writing articles and updating social media. Bahiyah always tries to improve herself. She is a voracious reader and makes it a point to read one book, either a self-help book or a fiction novel every week. She sets her own goals to ensure that she’s successful. She has a business and a brand that she is trying to build. “You have to understand who you are and to change who you are in order to be successful. You have to be accountable to yourself. No one is entitled to anything. You have to work for it. You have to work twice as hard”, said Bahiyah. 

Bahiyah has always been engrossed in financial empowerment and personal growth and has written two books, Finances Are Linked to Emotions: Live Within Your Means and Stillwaters.  Bahiyah is noted as a prolific writer who captivates audiences, takes a therapeutic approach to finances, and encourages others to get in touch with self. 

According to Bahiyah, “My biggest mistake when starting my business was undervaluing my worth. When you don’t know your value, you will accept anything.” She explains that when a person first starts their business oftentimes they don’t know what price to charge their products and/or services. Sometimes they charge an exceptionally low price in order to get the client. While this works in the short run, in the long run it can hurt because you find yourself basically working for nothing. According to Bahiyah, “You need to know who you are. You have to look at yourself and say to yourself that are just as good as your competitors.”

Bahiyah know the power of networking. She is active in several clubs and organizations such as the Urban League, NAACP, National Black MBA Association and the Rotary Club – where she serves as the only female board member. She is also a proud member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. “I received several referrals through my association with these groups”, said Bahiyah.

Bahiyah offers the following advice to entrepreneurs:

· Go for it but plan before you go

· Have a backup plan

· Do what is best for you

· You will know within your heart when the time is right

· If you are willing to do something and not get paid for it, then you know that it’s the right thing for you to do

· And most importantly……
“Love yourself enough to support yourself”

You can find an array of Bahiyah’s Fabulous & Money Savvy TV videos on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/user/BahiyahShabazz. Become a subscriber and be the first to be notified about new video uploads.
Please be sure to tune into Bahiyah's Blog Talk Radio show, "Fabulous & Money Savvy" every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 5:30 pm CST. You will be able to ask questions and give comments by dialing # 760-888-5711 or by visiting www.blogtalkradio.com/fabulousandmoneysavvyradio.

For more information about Bahiyah Shabazz, go to bahiyahshabazz.com or email at 

smg_inquiry@bahiyahshabazz.com. For weekly blogs visit: FabulousandMoneySavvy.com
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